
The Rite of Baptism for Infants 
Saint Anne Catholic Church | Union City 

Welcome! 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 

Come journey with us! 



Welcome! 

We know that this is a very exciting time for you and your family and we rejoice with you!  

The sacrament of baptism ushers us into the divine life, cleanses us from sin, and initiates us as 

members of the Christian community. It is the foundation for the sacramental life. 

Times have certainly changed. With that change we have had to adapt the way we pray 

together, prepare for and celebrate the sacraments. It is our goal to facilitate a sacramental 

experience that is prayerful, reverent, and safe for you and your family. 

In this guide you will find pertinent information that walks you through the preparation and 

celebration of the sacrament of Baptism. Please review this guide in its entirety. 

We are here to help walk with you through this journey towards the water and to make things 

as simple as possible. Our team will be with you and your family every step of the way. 

We look forward to welcoming your child as the newest member of the Body of Christ! 

Congratulations! Lets begin! 

 

Scheduling 

Infant Baptisms are normally held monthly. Due to the current county health restrictions, space 

is limited for each baptism. Baptisms will be held outside of the Mass only. Please call the Parish 

Office to check availability. 

Permission to Baptize 

Parents must freely choose to and give permission for their child to be baptized 

Parish Registration 

Parent(s) of the child to be baptized must be registered and active members of Saint Anne. 

Baptismal Registration 

Parent(s) will need to complete the baptismal registration form which can be downloaded from 

our website. Completed forms must be sent via email. A certified copy of your child’s birth 

certificate must be sent to the parish office via email. The registration fee is $100. Checks may be 

made payable to St. Anne Church.  

Out of Parish Baptisms 

Those who are members of other parishes need to have a permission letter from their Pastor to 

have their child baptized at Saint Anne.  

Parents who wish to have their child baptized in another parish should allow Saint Anne at least 

one month advanced notice and upon completion of the baptismal preparation process. The 

letter of permission required for an out of area baptism will only be sent upon the completion of 

the baptismal preparation process. 



Preparation Seminar 

Parents and Godparents are required to attend a baptismal preparation seminar. 

This seminar is available online only. The parish office will send you a link to the 

seminar. The certificate of completion must be downloaded and sent to the parish 

via email. 

The seminar will cover at a minimum: 

• The Role of Parents 

• The Role of Godparents, 

• The importance of Parents as primary educators of their children in the faith, 

• The importance of a Christian name 

• An explanation of the Rite of Baptism which, in addition to other aspects, 

focuses on the nature of the Sacrament of Baptism, especially as entrance into a 

community of faith.  

The certificate is valid for three years. If the parents and/or Godparents have taken 

a baptismal seminar in the past three years at Saint Anne or another parish, they 

must provide proof of participation that includes an authorized signature and 

church seal. 

 

Godparents 

The choice of Godparents for your children is a very important step, and should 

not be taken lightly. In the Rite of Baptism, the Godparents of the child promise to 

help the parents raise the child in the practice of the faith. Godparents should pray 

for their godchildren, be involved in their lives, help teach them the faith, and give 

them a witness of living out the faith through going to Mass, prayer, and acts of 

charity. For this reason, Godparents must be at least 16 years old, be an active and 

practicing Catholic, and have received the Sacrament of Confirmation. If they are 

married, they must be in a marriage recognized as valid by the Church.  

There must be at least one Godparent. If there are two, there must be one man 

and one woman  

Rite of Baptism 

The Rite of Baptism is a solemn and joyous occasion in the faith life of you and 

your child. We ask for your cooperation to provide a reverent and safe experience 

for all. 

Before you arrive: 

 - Those who are sick, not feeling well, and/or are at a higher risk of  

    contracting the COVID-19 virus are encouraged to remain at home as an 

    act of charity to all. 

 - Please bring a towel for your child 

 - Only immediate family members of the child (parents & siblings), maternal 

    and paternal grandparents, 2 MAIN Godparents will be allowed to attend 

    the Rite of Baptism. No secondary Godparents, extended family or  

    friends are permitted. 

 - A list of names (to include relationship to child) must be sent to the  

   parish office via email no later than the Wednesday before the Baptism 

 - The Rite of Baptism will be accessible for participation via live stream on  

   Facebook, YouTube, and the Parish Website homepage. 



Arriving at Church: 

 - Please arrive 30 minutes prior to the start of the Rite of Baptism to allow  

   enough time for the check-in process. No late comers will be permitted. 

 - Check-in will take place outside the entrance door on Cabello Street. We  

   ask that you line-up and wait on the red floor signs to observe social  

   distancing. 

 - Proper use of face coverings are required at all times, unless under 3yrs 

 - Names will be verified on the roster prior to entrance. Those who are not  

   on the roster will not be permitted inside the Church. 

 - Body temperatures will be taken prior to entering using a no-touch  

   infrared thermometer. Those who display a temperature over 100.3  

   degrees Fahrenheit will not be permitted to enter. 

Entering the Church: 

 - Once names, proper use of face coverings, and temperature have been  

   verified, you will be invited to proceed to the hand sanitizing station in  

   the vestibule to sanitize your hands. 

 - Hospitality Ministers will then guide you to your seat. The main body of  

   the Church has been set-up to adhere to all social distancing orders. Please  

   follow the instructions of the Hospitality Minister. 

 - Only members of the same houselhold will be allowed to sit directly next  

   to each other. 

 - Once seated, all should remain in place and refrain from walking around 

   the church. 

 - Restrooms are available for use in the main vestibule of the church and  

   limited to one occupant at a time. We encourage you to use the restroom  

   prior to arriving at church. Hospitality Ministers will let you know if the  

   restroom is unavailable. 

Briefing: 

 - Once all are seated, a member of the Baptism Ministry will conduct a  

   briefing to walk you through the ritual. 

 - The parents, two Godparents, and the child to be baptized will be the only  

   ones invited to the baptismal font for the baptism. All others must remain  

   in their seats. 

Photography: 

 - Photographs may be taken from your seat. To maintain social distancing  

   and minimize contact, please refrain from walking around the church to  

   take pictures. 

 - As group pictures are not allowed in the church, we invite you to take  

   family/group pictures outside after the Rite of Baptism. 

Departing the Church: 

 - After the Rite of Baptism has concluded, we ask that you remain in your  

   seats until you have been dismissed by a Hospitality Minister. 

 - Please gather your belongings prior to being dismissed as re-entry will not  

   be possible. 

 

We rejoice with you at the birth of a new member of your family, and wish to 

extend a loving welcome to you and your child as members of God’s Family and 

our parish!  

 

We look forward to welcoming you and your family as we celebrate the initiation 

of your child into our community of faith! 


